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CAPPING OUR FOX-MUSTANG INTERIOR RESTORATION
WITH A SERIES OF SMALL PARTS NETS A HUGE IMPROVEMENT

Text and Photos by Tom Wilson

ollowers of the slow-boat resto-
ration of our "81 LX hatchback
lenewe wie recently finishad having
THIClassic prototype its Fox

il sunroof headliner in our car, It
came out great, complementing our THI-
sourced leather interior and Chicane
Sport Tuning carpec. However, a headliner,
carpet, and upholstery a new interior do
not completa,

There were plenty of small items still
stinking up our LX's cockpit. The ald 5VO
leather shift knob looked dog-bit. with
the feather ripped open, thread hanging
out, and white underlayment blazing like
a searchlight. The clutch and brake-pedal
pads were worn clear through. The door
map pockers were sageing after 19 years,
Like seemingly every Fox these days, the
door-pull surrounds were eracked in twa,
and aven the leather-trimmed stearing
wheel was alternately shiny smooth or
lunar-pocked where fingers had worn it
down, or rings and fingernails had dug out
the trim.

The good news is that aero-nose Foxes

such as ours ara fully supported by the
aftermarket, so searching flea markess and
junkyards for trim parts isn't required. In

fact, with Latemeodel Restoration Supply on
the scene, its pretty much one-stop shop-

ping for sprucing up a Fox interior these
days.And that's exactly whera we headed,
having LRS supply a couple of small boxes
of vically needed resto wrim pares.

As we can't photograph ourselves
doing the install work, even for jobs as

P Sure, it's no blower, but mines pets make & major

difference. Like mast old 5,05, ow dooelatch barels
were crackod and daing their best (o fall o, For
$19.89 and oboul two minutes with o scrivliiver,
we reglaced the pair and haven't hid to apologlzo
bo passongurs since. Latemodel Restoration Supply
offers thuse parts in the onginal all-black shown
here or with a chrome sumoind
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simple as these, GTR Performance was
once again drafted for installation ducy. ke
was like a day off for Ricarde Topete at
GTR after his steady diet of bolt-ons and
supercharger installs. How Involved can
slipping on new pedal pads be! In face, the
only challenge was R&Ring the steering
wheel. Like so many interior parts, you just
have to know where to pry with a scrow-
driver to get the job underway.

Mote that gecting trim parts to fic juse
sy and matching colors talees more than
expected. Much depends on your ultimate

goal. If you're sprucing up a weekend-drag
or epen-track car, you've got better things
to worry about than if the map pockots
are the exact same shade of gray as the
door panels, Bur those things do matter—
a lot—when restoring a Fox for pride-
and-joy cruiser status. In that case, count
on spending some time making things fir,
and err toward replacing everything at the
same time for the best color matching. Ies
net that the new parts are necessarily bad
but afeer 20 years, the ariginals have faded
or warped out of shape, and dye locs vary
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no matter how diligent the manufacturer
We also suggest keeping a spray bottle of
winyl cleaner handy when doing this wark,
a3 it's an excellent time to clean years of

grit from otherwise inaccessible nooks.

Cnce we had our interior parts
installed, our old hatch wrned the corner
from tired airport car with a few new
parts to a newly exciting weekend toy

ar in our casa, daily drivar. Yes, aur
mechanicals still have 197000 decently
maintained miles on them, but the feel of
the car went from soclal outcast to neat
old car!

Besides not taking long, if you're spruc-
Ing up a tired daily driver such as ours, the
cost is really quite reasonable. Many of the
usual cracked plastic bits are ten-dallar
parts, s0 it shouldn't take long to save up
for a small-parts spruce-up. And when
you're done, you'll agree that the small
parts make an amazing difference,

A Our pile of pors from LRS didn't even scratch the surlace of what the compeny has available. Soma of

the parts are LRS" awn; others are sourced from olher aftermarkat vardors, Whan it makas sense ar they'ra
availodle, genuing Ford parts are suppliod, Bast of all, LRS has the pasky supporting pieces, such as scrows
and othar small hardware, already bagged and marked for epch specific applhoation. This saves a tan of nin-

ning arcund foakang for matching trim screws

& Some of our window and lock switches had
given LUp amd etmost all thair paint bad wori afl. Thi
switches aren't repairable and cleaning them won't
restore the painted cheractars, so we raplaced

them &ll with new Ford parts from LRS. The windaw
switchas are 14040 & pisca, or $39.949 for the con-
vertitda varsion with four window switches ganged
together. The door-lock switches hover around $25
each.

A AL §6.99 p shot, pedal pads hovi to ba the least
axpensive, aasiast install "shp-on” in the Mustang
universe. That is; until vou get to the pad for broke
pedals in putomatic Foxes; it's just 53,54, Of course,
vau can spand mara; LRS olfers thesa typical Fox
chutch/brake pedal pads with a “5.0° molded in at
50898, And if we have 1a show you how to mstall
thess, you need 1o put down this magazine and get
sameans o Waler you
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A Much of our watk was i tha doar panes, which
are gagy enough to remove. Hamave the small tri-
angle piece inside af the axtenor mirror, strip all the
lsezels and the armrast, pry the botlom of tha panel
vy fram the door, and lift-it up off the window
channal, Mow the panel can be cleaned or raplaced,
and afl new hazels amd switchas can be installad.
Qur door panals ware in geod shapa, bt foe lesst
results for matching map pockeats and amm rasis,
reptace the door panel at the same tme.

A Unless you have 8 large bench, working an the
foar could he the aasiast way to woek on tha daar
panel, Hers Ricanda is removing the map pockat
from the panel, which ivalves bending up a amall
forest of metal tabs. A split-toed uphalstery tool
vearkad well 1o move the tabs, and the washars
wiire pressed over them,

A Gotting started oo the naw map pockeat wa
sourced From TMUClassic requires a minimum of
hree hands—all theae metal wahe have 10 be bent
logether of tha ame time. We Tound two peopla
could gel the tabs aligned and fitted into the pans,
while ong porson simply worked in circles an this
chore

A Ricardp isn't really tping Lo dnll & hale i his
hand, but enlarge o hod in thireglacement armigs!
pitel. It uses o differmi mounting system than th
stacker, and we found it best (o entarge the maunt:
ing hardware, thus enlarging the mowting hole
Emch pad 533993 and 15 availabie in black, red, w
light grary fos ‘8783 Fooles {varlier years ane also
avallabla). These pads can also be painted with LRS
spray paim, but we found this ps-delivered calor was
the best match,



A Typieal of later Foxes, our diver-aidetock and
window-switch bazol was bentl. We opted for o
$19.590 stock replacoment fram LRS, which also
offirs a billat-aluménurm berel for $29.59 ar £39.59
far convertibios. Installation is &5 simple as ane
scrrw and can be dong without any other door
dizassembiby,

A& Dur "91 LX has an sirbag, 50 step one was Lo
remava tho oxplodng bapgie. Four 10mm bolis
accessad behind the whesl hold the airthag in place.

A& Installing tha switches s possible by pulling off
only the anmrest, but we already had the daor panel
and armrest off. The swilches simply plug onto
pins at the end of the pink wires, 5o replacement is
simphy pulling off the old switches and pushing oo
thi new onas.

A Once the tnm & off, remave the two screws
and the cruse control switches come free. Take a
mament o memoenze how the small wang bom is
inset to the channels in the steering whoel ag youl
need to cornhully $tow the wines during noassembly
ar the nirbag wan't fit.

A Once uivbalted, tha aitbag shnply putls oul of the
wihiel, Disconnect th twa wiring hamass plugs and
the sirkag con be sel aside.

& Here's anothar one 1hot's ena-screw simple: tha
rmirror-hodt coves, This trangle psece is often brokin
or missing: the replacement part is all ol $9.59 from
LRS.

A The hom switches pry out with 2 small flat-blade
screwdriver, and their wiring disconnects via small
hamess conneclors, There are a couple mar har
nass connectors and wiring guides ai the top canter
of the whesl; remove those now too 2nd you're
ready for the main attraction.

A The only job in this story that sn’t screwdriver
aimphe is swapping out the staering whesl, And
that's only bocsuse you have 10 soarch for seme of
the fasteners and wrestle with ong stubbom tapened

fit. Ricarde started by remaving the steerng column A T trim around the cngse control buttons is A& AL the center of the stesning wheel is a beft—ir's
trim 80 we could indulge our elearing fetish. By this easy—anea you knew whara o pry, Look far tiny #ASY th ramove bt the steenig wheal ... nol s
point, he had alresdy threaded on ths new shifl knob latches (like on @ winng hamess connactor) on the much. It'D be ssemingly welted 1o the upper steer.
bafore we could catch him in the act with the cam- inside adge of tho trim [whero Ricardo's left index iy shaft by & taper fit. and how you separate the
ira. |t simply theesds on, howeves, 20 we think you fngyer i hare), Dopress tham with & =mall screw- two depends on whethar you have a stegring whe
Can use your msgmation drivar and the trim paps o, puller (who doos?| or your blacksmith skills,
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= Not hoving a stearing wheed pulles, Ricardo began
weith am | hammar and got nathing. (Note

he's baiting on an old bolt and not the ane usad

i hald the stearing wheal on in sandoe,) Than ha
heatad the o propana tarch and

sl ing. Then he hammared

whan v weerd read

popped olf os pulied on it tar the thousandth
timae. Heat, atrating oil, and persi Are your
best tools hare

- MATCHED SETTING

ith the guts of our '91 LX looking so good, we couldn’t halp but
think about the outside. Criginal as they come, our car had its
share of bump and grinds, faded paint, and stained wheels,

Qur first thought was naw paint, hut a quick stop at the good auto-
hody shop in town and the from-the-hip $7,000 astimate told us evary-
thing we needed to know about that option,

Mext up was a detailer. Thankfully Ford used simple ang-step paints
hack in the Fox days—no clearcoat—and seemingly three gquarters of
those Foxes were black. Painters and detailers love black because it has
miore pigmeant than any other paint. Black goas all the way 1o the primer,
50 you can carefully cut off the top layer to expose a much fresher layer
heneath. That's what our detailer did for us, starting with a 2,000-grit-
sandpaper roughing, followed by buffing with rubbing compound, and
finally waxing.

This requires a practiced hand, so don't shop this job strictly on price.
A good job will take ona man a long day at least, so plan on spending sev-
erdl hundred dollars, Also be aware that only so much that can be done
b cutting paint. Thera is, after all, only so much paint on the car, and not
rauch can be done about crazing or thin spots. The urethane bumpers and
other soft spots can also pose problems. They will probably respond best
to considarable hand-detailing with rubbing compound and wax,

If you're bucks down, this job is mainly labor—you can tackle it one

fender per night in the garage, Some lechnigue is required, and you really

do want a good slactric buffer for-a job this big, but it's a place to save
somea money while growing your skills, if yvou're so inclined.

We're tickled with our results. Sure, there are some swirl marks fram
the compounding, and we spent another day with our Mother's gear,
cleaning up little corners missed by the detailer, waxing the door jambs,
hitting the plastic parts with spray protectants, and so on. But the trans-
farmation is incradible: The DOA paint is now showraam shiny and
smaoth—and we can still say it's original.

A sprmils day of two cutting pasit &nd bizecanning the windshield wipers, mirress; and worn b
roils positively transforms the typical older Fos.
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GTR HIGH PERFORMANCE
wwww.gtrhipo.com

LATEMODEL
RESTORATION SUPPLY
www. latemodelrestoration.com

TMI/CLASSIC
AUTOMOTIVE INTERIORS
www.imiproducts.com
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